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  In April 2019, the Presbyterian Church of 
Bowling Green will be 200 years old. This 
milestone makes the year ahead very                  
important. At its last meeting, your Church 
Session approved the idea of making this 
year a year of prayer in our congregation. 

 The Session wants to encourage your prayer life. Will you think about 
praying more often, and about praying for different things? John Calvin, 
the 16

th
 century “proto-Presbyterian,” has written that, “We need prayer 

because this is how God’s benefits reach us.” We pray because prayer 
is good for us. Prayer gives us focus, as we commit ourselves and our 
thoughts to God. Prayer orients us, as we see our place, standing in  
reverence before Almighty God. Prayer opens our understanding of our 
true needs. We need God’s mercy and care, more than we need             
anything. Prayer makes us confident, since we believe that God answers 
prayer. When prayer places us in tune with the Holy Spirit, when prayer 
gives us a deeper understanding of God’s Word, we have strength,   
courage, and hope. We cannot fail. The biblical author tells us, “Let us 
then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace” (Heb. 4:16). 
 Sometimes it is hard to pray. But one of the best things about           
belonging to a congregation is that we can pray for you. In fact, there is a 
great calm, and a wonderful satisfaction that comes from knowing that 
someone else loves you and is holding you in their prayers. It is                   
important to me as your pastor, both to believe that you are praying for 
me and that you will trust me to pray for you. I hope, particularly if you 
have something you want me to pray about, that you will let me know. 
This is very important. 
 Prayer seems like a small thing, but prayer gives rise to big ideas and 
dreams. Prayer may seem inconsequential, but it is the most important 
thing you do in a day. Prayer may seem fragile, but prayer brings us 
strength. Prayer may not always seem like enough, but prayer is all-in-
all, as God is all-in-all. 
 Please continue to prepare for our 200

th
 anniversary by praying. Your 

Session will have more ideas for you as we go along. 
 Know you are loved. 
       Matthew 
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Christian Education 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL is upon us!  Join us each week as we          
explore the theme of “Hospitality and Mission” through a series of inter-
active intergenerational events.  Our theme scripture is Hebrews 13:2: 
“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it.”  Each week we will gather 
and have breakfast foods available shortly after 9:00am (served through  
9:45am) with our program starting around 9:30 and concluding by  

                                   10:15am.  All ages are together (with nursery available for those 3 and 
                                   under as required).  Here’s what’s coming in July: 
 

July 1 – YOU are a piece of the Puzzle, led by Leslee Kirkconnell 
July 8 - Love Feast, led by Diane Simmons 
July 15 - Art with Shannon Dyche 
July 22 – Hospitality and Habitat, Rodney Goodman and Susan Thomison 
July 29 – Sharing Hospitality with Music, led by Wayne and Beth Pope 

 
 
 
GOOD HOSPITALITY INCLUDES FOOD! Help us with our 
summer Sundays and sign up to bring one or two items over the 
course of the summer.  Click here:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-summer1  
Please be generous in portions, as we often have our homeless 
friends join us for breakfast.  Items may be brought in by noon Friday (please label and l 
eave in the appropriate place in the kitchen) or by 9am Sunday morning.  Questions?   
Email Leslee Kirkconnell.  
 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL was a great success this year!  
We gathered from June 10-13 at Christ Episcopal Church. Our 
evenings began with dinner at 5:30, followed by worship, and 
rotation to crafts, Bible story, Mission and Recreation.  Each 
evening ended with more singing and blessing for the night.  
We learned more about the importance of clean water and the 
wonderful work that Living Waters for the World does.  The 
groups brought in spare change and we raised $390, $195 will 
benefit our Living Waters fund.  Many, many thanks to all who 
participated – our children, youth and adults who helped this 
annual event be the joyful and successful time it was!   

                                                  (Mark your calendars for June 9-12, 2019!)   
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-summer1
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
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Christian Education 

IN MATTHEW 25:35 WE READ: ‘for I was hungry and you gave 
me food,   I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me.’ We often struggle with what this 
means, especially in the larger context of the full passage (read 
Matthew 25:32-46).  Here are some activities for us to seek God’s 
intent.  While these may be listed for a particular age range, all can 
be used with your family, or as a personal meditation.     
 

Children often have questions about people who don’t speak              
English as their first language.  Helping them understand more 
about people who are different  is a way to help them learn that God  

loves ALL people and wants us to also:  

http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/people-who-are-different  

 

 

There is much in the news and on social media about immigration. Some is help-
ful, some is not.  Yet as Christians, Christ’s call to welcome the stranger is clear.   
Indeed, many Bible passages are clear about our responsibility for hospitality.  
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/welcoming-the-stranger  
 
All of us have some prejudice and while it can seem like a good thing, it often 
leads us to make wrong decisions. Dig inside a bit and perhaps ask God to help 
you learn new ways of thinking about some things.    
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/pick-a-prejudice-immigration  

 
 
SOME KEY DATES TO NOTE NOW:   (details forthcoming as available) 
July 29: 3-Cents-A-Meal Collection 
August 19:   Pig Pickin at Beard Pavilion (NO activities downtown that day) 
August 26:   Back to School Sunday,  
                      YOUTH FAMILY WELCOME PARTY for David Clarke 
September 9:  RALLY DAY, Breakfast, Program (Mission Fair), meet teachers                 
                 BEGIN Confirmation Class 
September 16:  RESUME regular weekly Sunday morning schedule 
September 23:  HABITAT auction following Worship 
September 30-October 5 – Montreat Fall Craft Week 

http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/people-who-are-different
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/welcoming-the-stranger
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/pick-a-prejudice-immigration
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Church and Community 

 
PIG PICKIN’ IS AUGUST 19!  Lots of help is needed for this annual 
picnic and many hands make light work!  An initial volunteer meeting 
was held on June 24 to outline the tasks required, but if you missed it, 
here are just a few:    
Buying ingredients for dry rub 
Buying general grocery (paper, foil, supplies) – check with church 
FIRST, as we have some already! 
 

-Loading tables and tent/equipment for move from church to Beard's 
-Unloading tables and tent/equipment at Beard's 
-Setting up tent on Saturday, tearing down tent on Sunday 
-Organize Parking 
-Arranging for rental/delivery of chairs 

 
Please contact David Thomison, davidthomison@gmail.com  or 270-782-5294to get more  
information or to volunteer to help with these or other needed tasks. 
 
OUR PIG PICKIN’ is a POTLUCK PICNIC, with meat provided.  Everyone attending 
should plan to bring a dish according to last name:  A-M – please bring a side dish/salad/
vegetable – enough to feed 12-15.  N-Z bring a dessert.  Worship starts at 10:00am, with  
our picnic following.  Bring your folding chair as desired.  Child care for our youngest (3 and 
under, as required).   
 
SUNDAY BREAKFAST SIGN UPS!  Help us enjoy table fellowship during Summer  
Sunday School (July 1-September 2).  Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-summer1 to bring an item once or twice over the summer.  Most  
food can be brought to the church by noon Friday – just please put a note on it and place in 
the fridge as required.  And please make portions generous, as we often host our homeless 
friends.   

 
MONTREAT IN THE FALL.  Join us for a week of fun and relaxing in 
the mountains of Montreat!  We are going to Fall Craft Week September            
30-October 5.  A house is reserved and your chef looks forward to hosting 
you for the week.  You may sign up for the workshop (visit http://
www.montreat.org/fall-craft-week/) or just come and relax in the beauty of 
early fall in the mountains of western North Carolina.  Our house has space 

for 11 and cost for housing and food will be evenly divided.   Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for 
more information or to sign up.  Last year’s participants – Mary Evans, Diane Simmons, Pam 
Bratcher, Shannon Dyche, Lynda Johnson, or Kyda West will all be happy to share their fun 
experience!   

 
 

mailto:davidthomison@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-summer1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-summer1
http://www.montreat.org/fall-craft-week/
http://www.montreat.org/fall-craft-week/
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
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Church and Community 

SEARCHING FOR FUN LOVERS!  The heart of our life together is relationships, and   
relationships are built and strengthened through times of fun and fellowship!  Help us plan 
Fellowship events here at TPC!  Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for information.   
 
ICE CREAM IN JULY!?  ABSOLUTELY!  July is National Ice Cream month 
and we are celebrating with a GAME NIGHT AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL.   
Saturday July 14, beginning around 5:00pm.  Bring a finger food appetizer,  
a favorite ice cream topping, and a game to share.  We will have HOMEMADE 
ICE CREAM, and lots of fun and different games to teach and play.  This is for 
ALL AGES!  Come when you can, leave when you must. (We will finish by 
9:00pm).   
 
CONCERTS IN THE PARK ARE BACK!  This a beloved summer tradition here in            
Bowling Green.  Join us each Friday, 7:00-9:00pm at Circus Square Park.  Enjoy great music 

and fun fellowship.  Wear your TPC tee shirt (don’t have one?           
We have some available for $10 in the office).  Let’s make our down-
town presence known and share love through interacting with our 
neighbors.   

 

To my church family,  
  I would like to thank each of you for all the expressions of concern and 
love that my family and I received following the death of my husband Lee.          
The cards, calls, flowers, food, visits, prayers, and hugs have meant the 
world to me. This church has been the major blessing in our lives for 53 
years and the love we all share together is a wonderful gift from God. My 
deepest thanks to you all.  With love, Peggy Truman  
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Missions 

Buck in a Basket for July, August and September will build a fund for 
Room in the Inn.  These off-budget funds will help those who manage the 
kitchen for our RITI meals build a non-perishable pantry of items that might be 
needed in a pinch – extra breakfast foods, big cans of vegetables, fruit, etc to 
supplement an extra hungry  dinner crowd, etc.  Our budgeted funds are used 
up by weekly laundry of sheets, etc., so this will help us have good hospitality 
when most needed.  There will also be dedicated space in the Kitchen Pantry 

for these items, as volunteers will be working to better organize that space this summer.   
- Please note on July 29 we will NOT collect Buck in a Basket, as we will be collecting our   
  quarterly 3 Cents a Meal offering. 

 
Pennies from Heaven!  That could easily describe 3 Cents a Meal. On July 
29 we will be collecting 3 Cents a Meal during worship (this will replace Buck in a 
Basket for this particular Sunday).  As we are able, the gifts to 3 Cents add up 
quickly!  If each person were to give the total amount ($8.10 for three months)  
we would be overflowing with bounty to help hungry people.  One third of our  
gifts stay right here to support our Food Pantry (we give out an average of  
100 bags of food per month!).  The remaining two-thirds is forwarded to the  
Presbyterian Hunger Program: 
(https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/hunger/)  
which seeks to address and end the root causes of hunger at home and in places all over the 
world.  Many, many thanks for your continued support of these important missions!   

 
 

Calling all artisans, creative crafty 
people and more!  We are sponsoring 
a market and brunch to coincide with 
the Christmas Parade on December 1.  
Seeking those with artistic/creative 
talent to bring their items to sell.   
Table space is $25 and all funds will 
go to Habitat for Humanity.   
Questions?  Email Shannon Dyche, 
shannonlilgirl@gmail.com   If you 

have items you would be willing to donate to sell, we would love to have them – just  
let us know (we will have a table reserved for those items-just let us know what you  
will bring and how much you think we should charge).   
 
 
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS canned fruit, peanut butter, soup, individually packaged items 
(granola bars, fruit cups, etc).  The need for food is continuous and we give out around 100 
bags each month.  Please be sure if you donate from your own pantry that the expiration date 
has not passed-we have had to throw out a  number of items from the Postal Food drive be-
cause of long gone expiration dates!  And THANK YOU for helping us feed our neighbors, 
both with love and food.   

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/hunger/
mailto:shannonlilgirl@gmail.com


Page  7                                                                                                                             

 

 
 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 

 

Karen Watson and her family in the death of Della Bruch 
Marie Mauldin and family for the death of her sister Hollis Turner 

     

Youth Ministry 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MONTREAT is days away!  On July 14, Leslee Kirkconnell and Sara 
Parkerson will leave for Maryville College, Maryville, TN for four days of Montreat at Maryville!  
We look forward to hearing more about that experience in August at Pig Pickin’.   
 
HIGH SCHOOLERS: (including those entering 8

th
 grade this fall).  We will be making 

plans for Montreat Youth Conference 2019 and will need firm commitments by December 15 
this year.  The dates are July 13-20.  We will hold our fundraisers, which will reduce the cost 
by $50 per fundraiser worked (cost is $500 before fundraisers).   
 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING DAVID CLARKE 
sometime later this summer.  Please keep him in your prayers 
as he works through the VISA process and makes plans to  
join us.  On SUNDAY AUGUST 26, we will have a special  
Welcome Party for all Youth Families.  Details are in the works  
(and if someone would like to host this, please contact Leslee Kirkconnell).   
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS FOR ALL RISING 7
TH

-9
TH

 GRADERS 
is in the planning stages.  Commitments are needed for those 
youth who wish to participate.  The schedule of 12 sessions is in 
process and will be communicated soon.  If you have questions, 
please contact Leslee Kirkconnell.  Our curriculum materials will 
soon be here and we look forward to a great year of exploring  
Big God, Big Questions in preparation for public affirmations of  

                                             faith by our confirmands.   

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL is focusing on Hospitality  
and Mission!  We will enjoy a variety of programs around the  
theme of hospitality including hearing about Habitat for  
Humanity. See more details in Christian Education and  
plan to join us each Sunday!  
 

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR NOW:  Habitat Auction— Sunday,  
September 23, following worship.  Details as we get closer!   
 

OUR NEXT DATE FOR SATURDAY MEALS IS AUGUST 4.  Help will be  
needed that morning beginning at 6:30am with preparing and packing the meals for the  
almost 300 families we will feed.  Drivers will be needed starting at 8:30am.  If you can help, 
please contact Debbie Trickey at dtrickey_123@yahoo.com.   

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:dtrickey_123@yahoo.com
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Some pictures of our VBS Week together!   
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 Our church Elders:  Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Fred Higgins, Brad 
Howard, Matt Hunt, John Kernohan, Stuart Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, David Sears, Diane 
Simmons, David Thomison, Denny Wedge.   
Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, 
Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Melody Harper, Wayne Hendrix, Ann Rudolph Humphrey, Linda Leigh,          
Nathan Love, Tom MacMillin, Marilyn Mattingly, David Muffett, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, Debbie 
Trickey, and Judy Whitson. 

Financial Report  
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July Birthdays 

July 1 

 David Wilkinson 

July 3 

 Larry Warden 

July 4 

 Joel Brown 

 Tom Maurer 

July 5 

 Rob McAllister 

July 7 

 Erika Solberg 

July 8 

 Nancy Keyser 

July 10 

 Dot Koven 

July 12 

 Jack Glasser 

July 14 

 Marilyn Mattingly 

July 16 

 Alan Reeves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 17 

 Matthew Covington 

 Chloe Johnson 

 Zoe Lebedinsky 

 Peyton Phillips 

 Bobbie Strickler 

July 18 

 Fran Bowen 

 Mary Evans 

 Jack Grise 

 Samuel Grise 

 Allison Webb 

 Sarah Webb 

July 19 

 Nathan  B. Algie 

 Nathan C. Algie 

 Kyle Barrick 

 Pam Bratcher 

 Nancy English 

 Cookie Johnson 

 Donald Nuerge 

July 20 

 Grace Alexieff 

 Rob Byrd 

 Sheryl Goad 

 Bette Jo Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 21 

 Gary Ahrendt 

 Susan Howard 

 Trey Just 

July 23 

 Glenn Kirkconnell 

July 24 

 Jeff Anderson 

 Gretchen Bettersworth 

 David Thomison 

July 25 

 Ann Dickey 

 Helen Hatchett 

 Shirley Karrick 

July 26 

 Judith Rabold 

July 27 

 Charles Runner 

 Austen Seidler 

 Owen Seidler 

July 28 

 Leslie Embry 

 Martha Schell 

July 29 

 Myra Dwyer 

 Janice Glasser 

 Tom MacMillin 

July 30 

 Katie Maurer 

 Bruce White 

July 31 

 Sandy Brown 

 Herb Simmons 



Page  11                                                                                                                             

 
July Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  

2 
  

3 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  
  

4 
Closed 
  

5 
  

6 
  

7 
  

8 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  

9 
  

10 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 

  
7:00pm Camera 

Club 
  

11 
  

12 

  
 

13 
  

14 

 
  
5:00pm Game 

Night 

 

 
Montreat week 

begins 
  

15 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  
  

16 
  

17 

11:00am Special 

Care 1:00pm 

CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  
  

18 
  
  

  
  

19 
  

20 
  

21 
  

22 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  

23 
  

24 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 

25 
  

26 
  

27 
  

28 
  

29 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  

30 
  

31 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

July 15 is the deadline for the August 2018 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                       Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Wayne Pope                                                  Choir Director 

Richard Barefoot                  Financial Administrator 

Steve Moore                                        Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                           Secretary 

Dana Patterson             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Stuart Kernohan                                      Sunday Sexton 

Ellie Osborne                                                     Children’s Music 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

2018 


